1.Introduction
In each country, national defense is an important component of the national security strategy and at the same time expresses the content of the state's external function. For national defense, irrespective of the state, important financial resources are allocated year after year. These resources serve the maintenance and functioning of national armies, participation in various military alliances, waging warfare or removing their consequences, maintaining the military bases in foreign territories, military aid to other countries, and so on. There are differences between the definition of NATO defense expenditure and that of the component national states. NATO defines defense expenditure as being "payments specifically made by a national government in order to meet the needs of its armed forces or allied armed forces." In NATO, the armed forces include the land forces, air forces, naval forces and other common formations belonging to the interior ministry, border guards, national police, customs, etc. For example, in Romania's budget the existence of defense expenditure also indicates their destination, namely "for the maintenance of the armed forces, other tangential actions, as well as the participation of our country in a series of alliances, military blocks or armed conflicts" [1] In general, (military) defense expenditure is of two kinds: direct and indirect. The direct expenditure includes what is spent on the maintenance of the armed forces in the country or within the military bases in other countries, resulting in the procurement of goods and services demanded by such maintenance, as well as in the equipment with gear, weapons, combat techniques; these costs being included in the budget of the Ministry of Defense in each country.
Besides these, there are other military expenditures, financed by special funds separated from the state budget, or there are military "civil" expenditures included in the budgets of other ministries. Also in different countries there are various structures related to these expenditures (whether or not military pensions are included, gendarmerie expenses are sometimes included). Indirect military expenditures are considered to be those related to wiping out the consequences of wars or to the preparation of future armed actions: payments to the public debt contracted for equipping the army or for waging the wars; war damages that have to paid by the defeated countries to the countries that have won the war; expenditures to recover their own destroyed economy; pension payments to orphans, invalids or widowers of war; scientific research having a military purpose, etc. Knowing all of these expenditure categories and identifying them in the overall public financial effort of states make it possible to measure the entire military financial effort more closely to the truth. Our scientific approach is based on the reality of the present world, namely the existence of armed conflicts. The method of managing armed conflicts is given by the military power of the states that have resorted to resolving social, economic and political problems or differences and conflicts by using weapons. Military power, as an important part of the theories about the concept of power, is based on the political foundation, because it is the political power that establishes the way in which military power is realized and manifested. The military power shows the capacity of military action of a state by using the armed forces of the potential military system, the military capabilities provided by its military potential: budget, personnel, infrastructure, arms, logistics, defense industry and specific researchdevelopment institutions, etc., in order to ensure their own security and of the allies and to fulfill the political/military objectives/interests. Military power is an active actor in domestic and international relations. Defense must have the financial allocations necessary to sustain a flexible and modern army. The macroeconomic and geostrategic factors, including the change of power poles from the West to the East, the demographic changes and the limited resources are elements that will deeply reconfigure the trends taking place in military expenditure. As a result, it is necessary to analyze defense expenditure in the most powerful military body, NATO, where we find large states such as the United States of America, the United Kingdom, as well as emerging economies such as Turkey, in order to identify the dynamics of defense expenditures, as well as their potential trends for the forthcoming period, by using the official statistical sources. According to many opinions, the term analysis is derived from the Greek analisi, which means the disassembly of an object or phenomenon, either factually or mentally, in its component parts, in its simple elements [2] , and according to other opinions, originated from the French noun "analyze", which has the meaning of decomposing a whole into its component elements. So, in essence, both opinions underline the same meaning. In the Explanatory Dictionary of the Romanian Language, analysis is stated to be a "scientific method of research that is based on the systematic study of each element; the thorough examination of a problem." This definition highlights the fact that analysis is a method of scientific research. In Professor Cainap's view, analysis is "a research method objectively required by any science. Through analysis, there can be known the components of the phenomena and processes, the correlation between them, their structure, the factors and causes that determine their genesis and evolution, the laws of their formation and development are underlined, the decisions for their future development are established " [3] . Through this approach, the author broadens the scope of analysis as a research method, considering that it can be used by any of the sciences. Another approach of the analysis was encountered with Professor Nicolae Balteş [4] , which states that "analysis, as a general method of knowledge, involves the breakdown of phenomena and processes into their component parts, the evaluation of the correlation between them, the underlining of their structure, the factors and the causes which determine their genesis and evolution, highlighting the law of their development, substantiating future strategic decisions." In the conceptual approach of the analysis, the author points out to the fact that the phenomena and processes must be decomposed into simpler parts, in order to measure or quantify the interdependence between their component parts, structured as such, on the one hand, and the determination of the factors and the causes that determine the occurrence and evolution of phenomena and processes, on the other hand. Identifying patterns or rules in the evolution of phenomena and processes is the basis for scientific foundation of long-term decisions. Taking into account the main ideas regarding the content of the analysis presented above, we argue that analysis is a scientific research method, necessary for any science, used to know, by studying the components of different phenomena and processes, their structure, factors and causes which determined their appearance and dynamics. Being a method of research used by any science, obviously in public finances in general, it will be the analysis for both income and public expenses and in this case we will analyze the defense expenditures. In the analysis of defense expenditures in NATO, the following issues were considered during the 2015-2017 period: a. In Certainly the level of these expenses is influenced by the density of population, the GDP also influenced by the economic growth, the size of the armed forces, equipment of the armies, the role and place of the countries within the alliance, their geographical positioning, etc. For the precision of the analysis, in the table below we present the size of each country's GDP. 
The analysis of the structural dynamics of defense expenditures in the 2015-2017 period
We will further present the share of defense expenditures in the GDP. 
Conclusions
The defense budgets of NATO member countries reflect the extent of their development and the level at which they understood the obligation to allocate 2% of GDP for defense. The budgets and the distribution of defense expenditures reflect the level of decision maturity and understanding in these countries that the allocated resources can determine, on the one hand, the modernization of the armed forces and the increase of the military investments and, on the other hand, they can contribute to the increase of the military power and thus may discourage the future military activities of other states in the world who could use the armed forces in internal or external conflicts.
As it results from the two brief analyses, the NATO countries have assumed the target of 2% of the GDP for defense expenses, but they are making great efforts to reach this level. In 2016, only 4 out of 29 NATO members, or 14%, reached the target of 2% of GDP for military expenditure and 20 out of 29 NATO countries spent less in absolute terms in 2016 compared to 2015. Like any other social system, the army has involved and involves a great effort for the continuous equipment of the armed forces. For the most part, the victories on the battlefield were justified through the level of equipment of the troops, through the way in which the material conditions were ensured for preparing and conducting the military campaigns.
Modern conflicts have emphasized the role of technological development, as well as that of military logistics. The macroeconomic and geostrategic factors, including the change of power poles from the West to the East, the demographic changes and limited resources are elements that will deeply reconfigure the tendencies in military expenses. This is the situation in the less developed areas of the world, where the tendencies will bring instability and will put additional, internal and external pressure on the challenges of defense and security.
